Public Access to ICD Registry Data

Medicare national coverage policy for implantable cardioverter defibrillators (ICDs) requires that
providers implanting these devices for certain clinical indications enter implant data in a clinical
registry. The patient’s provider was to enter data into the ICD Abstraction Tool which was run
through the Quality Network Exchange System by the lowa Foundation for Medical Care. This
registry was available for data abstraction from February 2005 to April 2006 (after which the
American College of Cardiology-National Cardiovascular Data Registry’s ICD Registry took
over as the data repository).

Non-identifiable data from the IFMC-based registry’s 14 months of operation is now available.
The data set includes almost 45,000 records with each record representing a device implantation.
Each record contains approximately 60 data fields which include information about patient
demographics, clinical history, clinical characteristics, device information, and the admission,
implant and discharge dates.

The data is available as a Non-identifiable Data File and is stripped of all patient identifiers. The
dataset may be requested using the form available on the CMS website at
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/NonldentifiableDataFiles/10_ICDImplantationData.asp.
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